Thin-rim enhancement in Gd-DTPA-enhanced magnetic resonance images of tuberculoma: a new finding of potential differential diagnostic importance.
The article describes rim enhancement seen on Gd-DTPA-enhanced magnetic resonance (MR) images of two patients with tuberculoma. Pathologic examination of the surgical specimens disclosed that the peripheral portion of the tuberculoma, which showed contrast enhancement, was composed mainly of a fibrous capsule and epithelioid granulomas and that the central zone, which showed no contrast enhancement, was composed of caseous necrotic material. In a retrospective study of MR images from 20 consecutive cases of surgically proven bronchogenic carcinoma, none showed a thin enhancing rim on postcontrast MR images. Although confirmation of these findings must await further experience, the postcontrast MR findings described here may prove to be of value in distinguishing tuberculoma and possibly other granulomatous lesions from bronchogenic carcinoma.